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Scope and contents 
 
The collection comprises published materials collected by Wayne Chastain, journalist and 
lawyer, primarily dealing with the assassination of President John F. Kennedy but also Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Robert F. Kennedy. 
 
Wayne Chastain was born on April 30, 1930, in Paris, Texas, and moved to Texarkana as a child. 
He attended Texarkana College and graduated from the University of Texas at Austin in 1956. 
Chastain served in the U.S. Air Force and later worked as a reporter for newspapers in Texas, 
Louisiana and Missouri before joining the Memphis Press-Scimitar in 1967. It was as the general 
assignment reporter on April 4, 1968, that Chastain was the first print journalist at the Lorraine 
Motel after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Convinced the killing was part of a 
conspiracy, Chastain began a lifelong quest to prove his theory. He had also previously 
investigated the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He earned a law degree from 
Memphis State University in 1974 and began working as a lawyer, later representing both James 





Kennedy, John F. (John Fitzgerald), 1917-1963--Assassination. 
Kennedy, Robert F., 1925-1968--Assassination. 
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